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MALAYSIAN CHARACTER IN THE CONFERENCE STORIES OF THE
UNIVERSITY OF MALAYA

Kalaimathi Ramesh & Kirithiga Shanmugam

The Tamil Congress of the Department of Archeology, University of Malaya, a
senior university in Malaysia, publishes a collection of short stories every year entitled
‘Peravaikhathaigal’ (Assembly stories). The purpose of this article is to explore the
Malaysian characteristics of the eight short stories selected in 2018 and 2019 in the short
story collection.

Most of the short stories show the life of the Malaysian people while being
identified as Malaysian short stories in the collection of short stories of the Assembly. Only
a few examples of the status of Malaysianism are shown in this article. Although these
elements have appeared in Malaysian Tamil short stories from the earliest times, it can be
seen that today’s young writers record more of these in their works. In short, the Malaysian
characters that emerge in the Malaysian Tamil short stories are often symbolic in the
stories.
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