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PORTRAYAL OF WOMEN WORKERS IN
TAMIL AND HINDI SHORT STORIES

R. Vijayalakshmi

This article examines the right of women workers as recorded in the Tamil
short story ‘Thunbakkeni’ by Puthumaippithan and the Hindi short story ‘Balaskepul’ (the
flower of Drumstick tree) by Amarkant.

Puthumaippithan is one of the great short story writers in Tamil. He was
awarded the title The King of Tamil stories’. ‘Sabavimosanam, Kadavulum kandasamy
pillaiyum, Theruvilakku, Ponnagaram, and Oru Naal Kazhinthathu’, are some of the
famous short stories of Puthumaippithan.

The Hindi writer Amarkanth is from Uttarpradesh. He has written 127 short
stories, 16 novels, 9 children’s literature, and 2 memorial letters. He is the recipient of
‘Sahitya Academy award’ and ‘Jnanpith award’, the highest award in literature.

The story ‘Thunbakkeni’ is set in the village of vasavam patti at Tirunelveli
District. But later the actions shift to Srilanka. Maruthi is the protagonist of this story. Her
husband is Vellaiyan. He goes to prison for stealing. Maruthi and her mother then go to
Ceylon in Srilanka to work at the tea plantation ‘Water falls’. It so happens that the
manager of ‘water falls’ seduces Maruthi. When Vellaiyan comes from prison, Maruthi
sends back her daughter, Vellachi to him. But Vellaiyan remarries and Vellachi is made to
supper under step-mother. Maruthi, on returning to Vasavam patti , sees the pathetic
condition of her daughter and takes her back to Water falls. There Vellachi too is made to
undergo sexual exploitation as that of her mother. Life for them difficult and finally
Maruthi, Vellachi and her lover, a school teacher Ramachandran leave the place to an
unknown destination to escape the karma of life.

This story of the Puthumaippithan shows the hardships women workers face
in a migrant situation.

The Hindi story ‘Balaskepul” written by Amarkanth is set in a place called
‘Tharaai’ in the state of Bihar. Royhazaf is a middle aged man possessing land. He goes to
Tharaai to look after his land property. Anjoria is a sixteen year old girl who goes to the
land of Royhazaf to collect wood. Royhazaf who is already married tries to abuse Anjoria
sexually. And when she escapes, he tortures her father Pulayi by beating him. Also he gives
him some money for his treatments and begins harass Anjoria and see her as product of
lust. Soon Pulayi marries off his daughter Anjoria to one belonging to his own community.
But even then Anjoria is not able to lead a happy life and she is constantly being stalked by
Royhazaf. Finally, she leaves her husband and goes to live with Royhazaf. But the Royhazaf
deserts her and goes back to his wife when she demands the status of a wife. The story
finally ends with Anjoria reflecting over her past life and expressing bitter feelings against
what happened in her life.

Thus this story reveals how a man who is wealthy uses his influence in
society to sexually explicit women in poverty and make them yield to their sexual desires.

Both Puthumaippithan and Amarkanth though have seen difficult times, are
realistic in their depiction of the lives of the women workers whose poor financial status
have made them vulnerable to exploitations at different levels.
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