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MEERA BAI AND KABIR DAS : A BRIEF COMPARATIVE STUDY OF THEIR LIFE
AND CONTRIBUTION TO BAKTHI LITERATURE

R. Ramprasath

MeeraBai (1498-1546) was a Hindu mystic poet of the Bhakti movement.
MeeraBaiand Kabir Das were renowned poets of India. Both are famous for their poetry with
vivid imagination. MeeraBaiwas born into family of Merta, Rajasthan, India. Most legends
about Meera mention her fearless disregard for social and family conventions, her devotion
to Lord Krishna, her treating Krishna as her husband, and she being persecuted by her in-
laws for her religious devotion. She has been the subject of numerous folk tales and
thousands of devotional poems in passionate praise of Lord Krishna. These poems are
commonly known as bhajans, and are popular across India. She referred to the Lord, whom
she saw as her husband. She even called him the husband of her soul. Due to her mother,
her in-laws disapproved of her public singing and dancing as she belonged to a Royal
Family of Mewar and was a princess. But she had too much love for her god and sacrificed
everything, even her family, for god and attained Moksha through Bhakti Yoga. Kabirwas a
15th-century Indian mystic poet and saint, whose writings influenced Hinduism's Bhakti
movement. Kabir's verses are found in Sikhism's scripture Guru Granth Sahib. His most
famous writings include his dohas or couplets.Kabir is known for being critical of both
Hinduism and Islam, stating that the former was misguided by the Vedas, and questioning
their meaningless rites of initiation such as the sacred thread and circumcision
respectively. During his lifetime, he was threatened by both Hindus and Muslims for his
radical views. Kabir suggested that True God is with the person who is on the path of
righteousness, and thus considered all creatures on earth as his own self, and was
passively detached from the affairs of the world. Both MeeraBai and Kabir Das are religious
poets whereas Meera’s poetry is filled with emotions and Kabir’s poetry is filled with
philosophical views.
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