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PALM LEAF MANUSCRIPTS - SIVAKASI
N. Arulmozhi

Palm leaf manuscript is one of the historical sources available. 56 such
manuscripts are found in Sivakasi region. Among these manuscripts, one belongs to 1836

A.D. It gives information about Sivakasi Sivan temple. It holds that this temple is the oldest
temple in Sivakasi and that it was built by the King Arikesari Parakirama pandian. It also
gives an account of the political and social status through a description of the spiritual
activities of the temple. That particular manuscript has details of the festivals, the
properties of the temple and the names of donors who patronized.

Also there is a record of the 10 days festival celebrated annually in the
month of Vaikasi’. A reference is also made to the opening ceremony of the festival which
was held on 14th day of the month in 1836 A.D. on the auspicious appearance of the star
‘Rohini’. This custom is followed even now.
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The manuscript also documents how the God and Goddess surfed the city for
10 days during Bramotchava festival. They came in different cars like Kapaga tree, Mount
Kailash, Giant, Flower, Lord Indira, Bull and Horse for the first 8 days respectively and the
9th day of the festival saw the procession of the great car. On the 10t day ‘Manjal Neeratu’
was held.

The manuscript also provides details of how Narayyamudaliyar, Sundara
swamikal, Kamatchi nayakkar and many donated for ‘Mandakappadi’.

The manuscript calls ‘Sivakasi’ as Karunelli valanadu’. It confirms that the
villages <Virunja kamalasapuram’, <Visalatchipuram’, ‘Mallappa Reddipatti’, Timmanna
maladi’ belonged to the temple.

Wet land, punjai, garden, Lasagna, Maravadai, Gold matrix were also owned
by sivan temple. Thus this manuscript gives us a knowledge that the temple once owned
villages, lands, cattles, gardens, the gold ornaments and the like.

The temple festival took place under the leadership of Kumara Nayak
Muthalakiri. His name is in the manuscript, because he was the guardian of these temple
properties. Thirumalai Nayak was likely to have been a descendent of the ruler.

In the palm leaf manuscript, Kanigaiyar’ marked as ‘Divine virgins’ and
‘Minnidai madavarkal’. The Goddess of the temple was called as ‘Gowri Visalatchi
Soundari’. During the procession of the goddess, the divine virgins worshipped her by
offering the bangles and clothes. Even today, the Bramotchava festival of the sivan temple is
held the same way as it was held 182 years ago without any change in the observance of
time and the ceremonial rites held to worship the Gods . Also this manuscript provides
evidence to show that the Nayaks deployed Governors under them to rule Sivakasi. Thus
this particular manuscript enables us to understand the political status of Sivakasi as well
as the social life of the kanigaiyar as it prevailed a hundred years ago. Also it provides us
with knowledge about the properties that belonged to the temple.
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