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DEFENCE IN SANGAM AGE AND CONTEMPORARY ERA
— A COMPARATIVE PERSPECTIVE

C.J. John Kennedy

A Nation’s security refers to the security of people. Right from the
ancient days, it is the bounded duty of the Military and Law Enforcement Agencies
to protect the life and properties of people. This article is written with the intention
to compare the duties of Protection Groups of Ancient time and contemporary
period.

Each employee has specific characteristics in his area. The special
characteristics of security guards are prescribed in the ancient literatures. Those
quotes are applicable to the present days security employees too.“Sleepless eyes”
mentioned in ancient literature to represent the military and police personnel’s
traits. “Swiftness” mentioned in those literature refers to the quick response of
police and military during emergencies. Despite different climatic change ranging
from rain to pain, police personnels perform their duties with vigour and rigour.

During sangam age, security was divided as ‘Palace Guards’,
‘Landwise Guards’, etc. Palace Guards took care of the protection of King, Ministers
and the entire fort. Sangam literature envisages the varieties of guards like 1.
Paddy Field Police 2. Forest Police 3. Water Resources Police 4. Domicile Police 5.
Frontier Police etc.
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Same type of categorization is prevalent now-a-days also. Like 1.Army
2.Navy 3. Airforce 4. Border Security Force (BSF) 5. Industrial Security Force (CISF)
6.Reserve Police Force (CRPF) 7. Forest Police 8. Local Police 9.Fire Service etc.
10.National Disaster Recovery Force (NDRF) 11. National Security Guards (NSG)
etc. 12. Coastal Security Guards (CSG). Army defends the country from land prone
attacks of alien countries. Navy protects the nation from water prone attack.
Airforce secures nation from aerial attack

o BSF safeguards all the frontiers of our country

e CISF looks after security of Industrial organizations

e CRPF is established to help local police in maintaining peace and order
during social unrest.

e CSG guards the coastal frontiers

o Forest police protects wild life

e Local police maintains Law and order of states.

e NDRF swing into action during National disasters like Tsunami, Earthquake,
flood, etc and other natural calamities.

e Fire and Rescue Services rescues human beings and other living beings
trapped in fire, flood, gas tragedy, falling down into well, lake, reservoir, sea,
etc.

e National Security Guards gives protection to all sorts of VIPs and VVIPs.
Both Centre and State has its own intelligence agencies to collect, gather,
collaborate and disseminate necessary information secretly for the smooth
functioning of State and Central governments.

In Sangam literature it was briefed that the lady love has sent
messages secretly inviting her lover to enter her palace monitoring the virtual
absence of homeguards. Hence it is evident that there was strict vigilance of homes
too.

King, Ministers, people and places were guarded scrupulously during
Sangh Era. Same type of security is being provided now-a-days too by different
forms of Forces, but with little augmentation and more technological
advancements. Size of the Forces has also been increased proportionately with the
population. Anyhow security is same in past, present and future, protecting people,
places and properties.
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