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ROLE OF KANIYANS IN THE YERCAUD TRIBAL CULTURE
S. Subash

Tradition is an unwritten law in any tribal community, which is followed
through many generations. Each tribal culture has its own unique characteristics and are
closely linked with tradition, culture and beliefs. Among such tribal groups, Kaniyan, Malayali,
and Oorkavundar are noteworthy. The contribution of Malayali tribes living in Eastern Ghats to
our traditional customs is important. These people who perform the rituals are chosen from the
heirs. From childhood itself, along with their fathers, they are trained in singing songs for
weddings and deaths and later they become professional singers after their fathers’ death.
Similar to choosing the tribal leader, the Kaniyan is also chosen for village level, panchayat
level, hill level and for the entire ghat level. All the marital rituals are performed by Kaniyans
only. The engagement will be performed in the bride’s house after Kaniyan gets concurrence
from both the girl and the boy along with the approval of their parents. They will fix the
marriage date except on fullmoon and new moon days and will receive the engagement fee from
the families of the couple. He also conveys the news about marriage and finalizes dowries to be
given. During the day of marriage, they perform ritulas like lighting of lamps, sprinkling holy
water, tying grass, decorating pots, tying the mangalsutra and other customs. If anyone dies in
the entire hill region which coversthe 64 villages, Kaniyan will be the first one to be informed.
All the funeral rites and fixing of the dates will be done by the Kaniyan. Kaniyans are very
conventional and traditional by nature. They also perform rituals like blackmagic and
exorcism. The Yercard Malayali Kaniyans follow the traditions similar to upper caste Hindus.
Only because ofthe existence of tribal groups like Naattaarsand Kaniyan tribes, still the
Malayali Tribal Group remains with a distinct identity inspite of the changing modern lifestyle
even today.
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