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ECOFEMINISM
M. Padma priya

The term Ecofeminism emerged with the strong belief that women have been
always dominated and controlled by men ever since the ages. Due to the impact of modern
technological advancements and migrations due to wars, the Tamil poets manage to write
poems on Ecofeminism. Though women are worshipped and praised as Goddess and Nature it
is all seen as outward gimmicks. When the earth and women are dominated and destroyed by
men, Ecofeminism emerged to protect both. It emerged as a concept in the late 80s and early
90s and it was first used by Franchise-D, Enyboune. In USA, the first Ecofeminist Conference
was held in an island called ‘Melt Down’ with the theme Women and Life’. Though this new
term came very late in the west, even in the ancient times many feminist writers in Tamil have
raised their voices for issues related to ecofeminism. Sugirtharani has compared the woman’s
physic to the nature’s landscape and at large it come to refer the greater landscape of Nature
as basically a feminine one. Mythri has compared women to water and relates it to nature in
general. While feminist writers talk about women suffrage they also talk about how men have
always destroyed nature. Even they consider the harmful nuclear technology and consumerist
culture are examples of the violent activities of men only. Ecology, peace and health are the
primary political concerns of such ecofeminists. They consider Biotechnology, Genetic
Engineering and Recycling as harmful concepts against nature and they have been conducting
many conferences to create awareness. These ecofeminists have been struggling to restore
Nature to its pure form. Ecofeminism emerged from Feminism as an alternate platform which
revolves around the ironic combination of power and submission and it aims at preserving
nature.
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