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FHISG QesHWD Galaflangd &L (G CUTEASHMTD Sjalfser alaearalss QB evevgl
@BLCLMTH QSHTLIULWeMMIL6T CFFHCH CUFHMS. Hpmengll UTOLEUTES eurs CHTLL(PLD,
QBELESEG LOMMMeT LIeuedledl alamod, Semg Feaugih &L LUUGRearmer. Caleflf sullpsih CUNTBS Ll R
Q&S GelaTmeTy; HLmy alwledle @MBIGR 2 Wid 2 palf MW MG &eflar Semneueld eTerm nlul Lliie)]
@LweflaReaTmal. Calefly QUi Q&ML GMIBleL 6TeTy; BN QBEGRISW GSMlw Le GoilbL&erfley
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@germe Galefly SIHHAL Uetllbs Hevm QFNGHTT, el SO QFAIGMSL LSEH eSS 6rT;
&L Q&ML MSseary. Koy Caubsflar sariing 2 flweagmil Ghbseary. ssILar GaleflhLeniin
QBBHEAW QSTLIL aBEHESG QHsSS. Caaflany Saurs GUUQUWETTH Qi8S &HUL; HIPTany
SQUTGHET FMHS 2a1fLI QUWBLET CFIsGEsH IMPSHTT. Gy S5LALDLN6TE0l 6T D(HS S H 6T (DMHST
GTEOT LIS L|6VET TR GTMSI.

TWO GROUPS OF ANCIENT TAMIL VELALARS
S. Kanmani Ganesan

The Tamil society in the ancient Taminad was unique in its multiplicity. The
early Dravidologist Dr.Andree F. Sjoberg had mentioned that the Dravidian entity in South
India was an amalgam of divergent peoples and cultures. There are evidences in the eight
anthologies and the ten idylls for the above statement. The velalars who belong to the fourth
varna are distinguished clearly by their paddy cultivation. Besides they were not indulged in
the manual work of cultivation. They ruled their farming lands as oreyil mannar and got the
work done by the uzhavars (farmers) who were the natives of the tamil land. There were the
kizhars who were the heads of the sirukudi where the farmers dwell. In fact kizhars cultivated
the cereals and millets before the arrival of velirs. Thus the tamil society had two types of
velalars; one the velirs and the other the native people of the Tamil land. Like velirs and
venthar; kizhars were also generous and magnanimous in serving the poor and artisans. These
facts are made clear with proper evidences from the Sangam Literature.

www.anjacaaivuchudar.in



