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VASANTHAN KOOTHUM NATTAR KALAIYUM
Pon. Surendran

Traditional arts are seen as socio-aesthetic embodying various elements of social
dialectics. Such folk art forms create social cohesion and happiness and healthy relationships among
communities. In general, art forms are used for entertainment, pleasure and leisure time and viewed
only for fun and not introspection. Accordingly, Vasanthan Koothu is unique in folk art in Eelam.

The dance might have been called Vasanthan because it was played in the spring
months of Chithirai, Vaikasi and Aani months. It is also to say that the dance was performed by little
children who were considered Vasanthan’s children and hence came to be called as Vasanthan dance.
The art form got its name from the dance performance of the children of Vasanthan who tried to
alleviate Kannaki’s anger. Besides the word Vasanthan also means pleasure with which the farmers
danced after harvest and therefore it began to be termed as Vasanthan dance.
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