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SIKATTAM - THE ART AND THE ARTIST
Uma Maheswari

This article examines one of the ancient performing arts ‘Sikattam’,
originated at Pollachi in Coimbatore District. As this art is performed using the musical
instrument, ‘Thuduppu’,Sikattam is also called as ‘Thuduppattam’. Four kinds of leather
instruments such as Nagari, Dhasa, Uruttu andThappu are used in Sikattam. They are also
replaced with fibre instruments. Sikattam is exclusively practiced by scheduled caste
people. Sikattam is also found in Singapore and Malaysia. Although Sikattam has a long
history, the artists dwell in financial crisis. Despite cultural changes, intrusion of foreign
arts, cinema and various other barriers, Sikattam has a unique place in the hearts of
people. Through its novelconstruction, Sikattam paves a way for its sustainability and
success.
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