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NEL JAYARAMAN : THE GREAT MAN WHO REVIVED AND PRESERVED
TRADITIONAL PADDY VARIETIES

P.N. Kamala

Mr.Jayaraman was born as a third son to parents Ramasamy and
Muthulakshmi in Kattimedu village in Tiruvarur District in 1967. Renowned organic
agricultural scientist Nammazhvaar ordered him to take up the task of reviving and
preserving the traditional paddy varieties and called him by the name Nel Jayaraman. Being
just a school dropout at IX standard, he had managed to revive and preserve 174
traditional paddy varieties once used by the tamil people. During a rally, a retired tamil
teacher Mr.Ramakrishnan, requested Nammazhvaar gave him seeds of a paddy variety
called KaatuYanam and asked him to revive and preserve it. On his journey he collected 7
more such varieties of paddy and at this point he joined hands with Jayaraman to revive
such varieties of paddy. Jayaraman has documented many varieties of paddy such as
Poongar, Karunguruvai, Kunnakkar, Mattaikaar, Salem Sanna, Thooyamalli, Red Kavuni,
Black Kavuni, Mysore Malli and the list goes on. He did not achieve his goal easily since
there was lot of inhibitions and hesitations among villagers and they gave him very less
seeds due to lack of awareness. He personally experimented with the traditional varieties of
paddy seeds, studied their diversity, and analysed their potential to withstand climate
variations. Some friends from Indian Agricultural Preservation Centre, Tanjore and
Mr.Richarya, Director of Indian Paddy Research Centre, Odisha helped him in using
Organic farming methods to revive and preserve the traditional Indian native paddy
varieties.
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