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RAMAR BRIDGE : A HISTORICAL OVERVIEW

T. Athithan

Rama's Bridge is a chain of limestone shoals, between Pamban Island,
(Rameswaram Island,) off the south-eastern coast of Tamil Nadu, India, and Mannar Island, off
the north-western coast of Sri Lanka. Geological evidences and culverts suggest that this
bridge is a former land connection between India and Sri Lanka. The bridge is 30 km long and
separates the Gulf of Mannar (south-west) from the Palk Strait (northeast). Euopeans call it as
Adam’s Bridge and it was also mentioned in Tamilnadu Gazette in 1972 with reference to
Ramayana story. The same reference was acknowledged by the British and was recorded in a
book called “The Madura State : A Manual (1868)”. In 1885, in “The Manual of Madras
Presidency” also acknowledges it existence and It was reportedly passable on foot up to the
15th century. Some of the regions are dry and the sea in the area rarely exceeds 1 metre (3 ft)
in depth, thus hindering navigational opportunities: temple records seem to say that Adam's
Bridge was completely above sea level until it broke in a cyclone in 1480. Mr.Shagayaraj,
research scholar under the guidance of Dr.P.Jayakumar has taken a photocopy of a culvert in
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Devipattinam in which references about the bridge was found with the name Sethumoolam
which was built in 14th century. T.kuppuramu in his book “Alexander Hamilton : A New
Account of the East Indies” (1744) mentioned that the bridge was used between India and
Srilanka . Swatzberg also documented the bridge in his maps during 12th to 17t centuries and
the Chicago University also published it. Joseph Parx, an Austarlian botanist had also recorded
the bridge with the name ‘Rama Sethu”. The 1804 map of India also mentioned the bridge as
Adam’s Bridge. The image of the bridge can be found in thousands of gold, silver and copper
coins recovered in Srilanka. Deeper investigations may reveal more supportive evidences about
the Ramar Bridge.
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