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SOCIAL STATUS OF KIZHAARS

S. Kanmani Ganesan

The aim of this research paper is to bring out the social status of kizhaars as
represented in puranaanooru. There are 41 kizhaars found in the Sangam literature as
stated by kaa.Govinthan. He gave the instances where they are present; tried to explain
their native place and explained the subject matter of the songs breifly.
U.Ve.Saaminaathaiyar in his publication of puranaanooru has given the geographical
details of the eleven kizhaars’ places of living; who were sung in praise of their generousity.
Sociological study about kizhaars is yet to be done. Their status in the early Tamil society,
habits and habitats, lifestyle and their occupation gives a clear picture of the then
prevailing Tamil society.

Puranaanooru is the primary source. Subject matter of the other anthologies serve
as the secondary sources. Traditional descriptive methodology is followed. We are able to
come to a conclusion that kizhaars the original inhabitants of Thamizhakam; traditionally
cultivated millets and started cultivating paddy for the velirs.
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